INTRODUCTIONS & CONCLUSIONS

Some writers need to write their introduction before the body of the essay or report, and others find it easier to write their introduction after revising the body.  Some writers even write the introduction last.  As you draft your introduction and conclusion, consider the following points:

INTRODUCTIONS:  The purpose of the introduction is to bring the reader into the writer’s world, to build interest in the subject (why should the reader read this?), and to announce the topic.  Interesting details, a startling statistic, a question, an anecdote, or a surprising statement are some of the “hooks” writers can use to catch the reader’s interest.  No matter what you choose, be sure to start out talking generally about your topic, and finish your introduction with your thesis statement.

CONCLUSIONS:  Your paper needs a conclusion to let the reader know the end is near, much the same way as a piece of music needs a conclusion or a conversation needs a clear signal that you’re about to leave or hang up.  Conclusions can either look forward or backward:
Looking Backward:  If the paper has been a complex discussion, you can look back by summarizing the main points to remind the reader of what was discussed.  Or you can look back to emphasize important points you don’t want the reader to forget.  However, the conclusion should not just be a repetition of what has been said in terms of wording.  If using this technique/style, the key is to make it sound fresh and original.
Looking Forward:  If the piece of writing is short or doesn’t need a summary, you can pose a question for the reader to consider.  This questions should be thought-provoking, not obvious.  Or you can offer advice or suggest actions the reader can take based on your discussion, argument, or proposal.

