INTRODUCTIONS & CONCLUSIONS

Some writers need to write their introduction before the body of the essay or report, and others find it easier to write their introduction after revising the body.  Some writers even write the introduction last.  As you draft your introduction and conclusion, consider the following points:
INTRODUCTIONS:  The purpose of the introduction is to bring the reader into the writer’s world, to build interest in the subject (why should the reader read this?), and to announce the topic.  Interesting details, a startling statistic, a question, an anecdote, or a surprising statement are some of the “hooks” writers can use to catch the reader’s interest.  No matter what you choose, be sure to start out talking generally about your topic (not your thesis), and finish your introduction with your thesis statement.
CONCLUSIONS:  Your paper needs a conclusion to let the reader know the end is near, much the same way as a piece of music needs a conclusion or a conversation needs a clear signal that you’re about to leave or hang up.  All conclusions should summarize the central ideas in the essay using unique language and phrasing from the rest of the essay.    It should be fresh and original.
Consider discussing the following:
· why your topic is important
· gaps in the current research
· future research ideas as an extension of your essay (like a “part 2”)
Regardless of what you do, make sure you take great care to construct a meaningful finish to your essay as it is the final impression on your audience.  Be sincere and thoughtful without being “sappy”, and provide reflection without getting personal.  It is still an academic piece of writing.
