PEER EDITING

Your Name:_____________________________________________________

Name of the person whose essay your are editing:_________________________

As you read the essay, answer the following questions:
1) Is the author’s thesis properly constructed and clear?  Is it an arguable statement?  If re-wording is required, please explain:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2)  Is the introductory paragraph:  too long ____  too short ____ just right ____

3)  Does the introduction begin broadly and then finish with a specific statement of the thesis?                    Yes ____     No ____     Somewhat ____

One suggestion for improvement? (Is it interesting or is it standard?  Can you detect their hook?) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4)  Does each body paragraph have a clearly worded topic sentence?  Yes ____   No ____

     If no, which body paragraph does not? Circle:  1    2    3    4

5) Is each body paragraph well developed with supporting evidence from research?  
Yes ____   No ____    If not, which one?  Circle:  1   2   3   4

Comments: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6)  Is each body paragraph convincing?  Yes ____   No ____

6.5)  Does all the research in each paragraph support the argument in the topic sentence? 

Yes  ____  No  ____   If not, which paragraph?   Circle:  
1
2
3
4
5

What is the author’s strongest point and why? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7)  Do any ideas seem vague?  What could the writer explain more thoroughly that would help the reader?  Does the author analyze the research or merely list their research in sentences? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8) Are the ideas in the body paragraphs in a logical order?  Yes ____  No ____

If no, what would be a better order?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8.5)  Are the paragraphs in a logical order?   Yes  _____   No  _____

If not, what order would you put them in?   ________________________________________________________________________________________

9) Is there any unnecessary repetition?  Yes ____  No ____

Where?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10)  Do the transitions (both between sentences and between paragraphs) help to connect ideas?  Meaning, does the author use transitional sentences at the end of a paragraph to summarize the argument and hint towards the next argument?  If not, what other structural changes could the writer make?  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11)  Does the conclusion include a restatement of the thesis and a summary of the essay’s main points?     Yes ____  No ____

12)  Does the conclusion then proceed to get broader in a relevant and interesting way?   
Yes ____  No ____

13)  Does the author include an embedded citation at the end of each sentence that comes from research, even if they have put it in their own words?  Indicate in the essay where they should put an embedded citation if necessary.
14)  Does the author include a Reference List that is in APA format?  Yes  _____   No  _____

Circle errors on their Reference List.

15)  Any final comments/concerns/questions/thoughts?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
16)  Once you have read the essay and completed this form, return to the essay and edit for spelling, grammar, avoidance of “I”, clarity of expression, and paragraphing.

