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Course Description and Overview
This course explores rights and responsibilities associated with being an active citizen in a democratic 
society. Students will explore issues of civic importance such as healthy schools, community planning
planning, environmental responsibility, and the influence of social media, while developing their 
understanding of the role of civic engagement and of political processes in the local, national, and or global community. Students will apply the concepts of political thinking and the political inquiry process to investigate, and express informed opinions about, a range of political issues and developments that are both of significance in today’s world and of personal interest to them.
Unit Titles (Time and Approximate Sequence)

	Unit
	Unit Title
	Hours of Study

	1
	Democracy:  Issues and Ideas
	15

	2
	Democracy:  The Canadian Context
	15

	3
	Democracy:  Global Perspectives
	10

	4
	Course Culminating Activity
	15


Ministry of Education: Overall Expectations: By the end of this course, students will:
• Demonstrate an understanding of the need for democratic decision making.
• Explain the legal rights and responsibilities associated with Canadian citizenship.
• Describe the main structures and functions of municipal, provincial, and federal governments
   in Canada.
• Explain what it means to be a “global citizen” and why it is important to be one.
• Demonstrate an understanding of the beliefs and values underlying democratic citizenship
   and explain how they guide citizens’ actions.
• Describe the diversity of beliefs and values of various individuals and groups in Canadian
   Society.
• Analyse responses, at the local, national, and international levels, to civic issues that involve
   multiple perspectives and differing civic purposes.
• Apply appropriate inquiry skills to the research of questions and issues of civic importance.
• Demonstrate an understanding of the various ways in which decisions are made and conﬂicts
   resolved in matters of civic importance, and the various ways in which individual citizens
  participate in these processes.
Learning Skills
Learning Skills are the fundamental work habits and behaviours that students bring to bear in the development of their learning and are necessary for success.  Student assessment is ongoing throughout the semester.  They will be reported as follows:  
Responsibility

Initiative

Self Regulation
 
Collaboration

Independent Work
Organization
G – Good
S – Satisfactory

N – Needs Improvement 
The primary purpose of assessment and evaluation is to improve student learning.  To that end we assess For, As and Of Learning.  For a more detailed description of Assessment please refer to Growing Success, p.31
The following conversion chart shows how the four levels of achievement are aligned to percentage marks.

	Achievement Level
	Percentage Mark Range
	Achievement Level
	Percentage Mark Range

	4+
	95-100
	2+
	67-69

	4
	87-94
	2
	63-66

	4-
	80-86
	2-
	60-62

	3+
	77-79
	1+
	57-59

	3
	73-76
	1
	53-56

	3_
	70-72
	1-
	50-52


Teaching/Assessment Strategies
A range of instructional strategies will be used to address student needs.   These strategies will include the use of direct instruction, working cooperatively in groups, independent decision making, problem solving through application assignments such as mapping and case studies, conducting independent research, debates, discussions, and simulations.  Students will be assessed on a regular basis to determine if they are achieving the curriculum expectations.  The teacher will provide descriptive feedback to guide the student’s efforts towards improvement.
Evaluation Strategies Used to measure Student Learning
Evaluation will involve the process of judging the quality of student work on the basis of established criteria as outlined in rubrics, conferences and through questions and answers.  
Teacher observation

Oral presentations, interviews
Tests and quizzes, 

In-c lass assignments
Research projects

Individual and group presentations
Achievement Chart
Assessment and evaluation will be based on the provincial curriculum expectations and achievement levels in four strands as outlined in the Ministry of Education policy documents.  The weighting of each individual assignment within the strands will be allocated in a manner that is consistent with the specific task, test, or assignment.  The four achievement categories are as follows.
Weightings and Strands

	Achievement Categories and Descriptions 

	Knowledge and Understanding    
 Refers to subject-specific content as well as the comprehension of its meaning and significance.    25%        

	Thinking 
 Refers to the use of critical and creative course related thinking skills including the ability to make inferences and connections.                                                                                                                              25%                        

	Application  
 Refers to the ability to take knowledge and thinking and apply them to make connections within and between various contexts and against new scenarios to demonstrate their learning.                           25%                                                                                                                                                     

	Communication                                                                                                                                                    20%
     Literacy                                                                                                                                                                  5%
Refers to the ability to express ideas in coherent  written, oral and visual forms.                                                                                         


Term Evaluations = 70% 
Culminating Activities = 30%   
Total = 100%
Accommodations/Modifications
Teachers must use assessment and evaluation strategies which include accommodations and/or modifications to meet the needs of ELL Learners and exceptional students as outlined in their Individual Education Plans (IEPs).  Most ELL students who have completed their ESL and/or ELD courses will continue to need support from their subject teachers to achieve success
Attendance
It is expected that all students attend classes unless ill.  Please see the Student Agenda book for Mackenzie’s attendance policy.
Electronics
Cell phone use in the classroom is at the teacher’s discretion; however, cell phones should not interfere with the learning of the student or other students at any time.  
Class work/Homework
Class work should be done in the time given during class.  If not completed it is expected that the student will complete the work as homework.  Homework may occasionally be collected and assessed.
The Evaluation of Late and Missed Assignments
Students are responsible for completing and submitting work for evaluation on time. They are responsible for being aware of each due date and the ultimate deadline which is the last opportunity to submit an assignment for evaluation.  
Sufficient time and notice will be given for tests and for students to complete assignments.  There are a number of strategies to be used to help prevent and/or address late and missed assignments which may be employed by the teacher as outlined in Growing Success page 43. When a number of strategies have been tried, marks may be deducted up to and including the full value of the assignment. 
Missed Tests and Presentations
If a student is aware that they will miss a scheduled test/presentation they must advise the teacher ahead of time and an alternate arrangement will be made between the student and teacher.  On the day of the absence alternate arrangements will be made provided there is parental notification to the office and the teacher that the test/presentation will be missed.  Professional judgment will be used by the teacher in determining the evaluation of missed tests and presentations.
Culminating assignments must be completed and are due on the due date.  Students must write the exam in courses where exams are scheduled.  Both of these culminating tasks must be completed in order that students have had to opportunity to demonstrate their learning and achievement in the course. 
Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism
Students must understand that the tests/exams and assignments they submit must be their own work and that cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Please refer to the Student Agenda book for the full policy on academic honesty.
Communication
Students and parents may speak to the teacher at any reasonable time during school hours regarding concerns and/or a student’s performance.  Teachers in the Social Science Department can be contacted by telephone at the following numbers:  
(416) 395-3330 Ext. 20085 or 20075
